Letter #1: WE ALL LIVE ON A BLUE SPACESHIP!
14 November 2018, Autumn Season, Northern Hemisphere, Spaceship Earth

Dear kuni pilamane,
Dear bada pilamane,
Happy Children’s Day!
Life is beautiful.
Being a kid is one of the most beautiful phases of one’s life! I want you to enjoy every bit of your
childhood and teenage years.
All you need to do is open your eyes, your hearts and your minds. Stretch your imagination. Unleash
your curiosity. Indulge your sense of wonder. Explore the world around you. And ask questions. I
asked a lot of questions growing up. I was like the tribal girl Moyna in Mahasweta Devi’s story ‘The
Why-Why Girl’.
Did you know that we all live on a “Blue Spaceship” called Earth? As you read this letter, the Earth is
traveling through space at about 30 kilometers per second. Try running at that speed if you want to
get a sense of what it takes to be Planet Earth! It takes the Earth about 365 days to complete one orbit
around the Sun. Imagine that.
When I was a schoolgirl, I dreamt of becoming a “spaceship designer”. I wanted to design habitats,
ferries, and wearables for us humans to explore outer space. I pursued my dream. It was not easy. But
when you pursue something with all your heart and don’t give up despite obstacles, you can
accomplish anything you want.
Everything is possible.
Someday, you can take a trip to outer space in a space plane. You can go around the Earth and see
how fragile and how blue our Spaceship is from out there. You will see the thin atmospheric blanket
that wraps the Earth and protects us from the harmful rays of the Sun.
Just like you can travel to other villages, towns, cities and countries, you can also travel to Moon,
Mars and beyond. In the future, you might have cousins who will visit you from other planets. And
you can visit them. What seems like fiction or fantasy today, can become reality tomorrow.
As the famous Russian cosmonautics pioneer Konstantin Tsiolkovsky said: “Earth is the cradle of
humanity, but one cannot live in a cradle forever.”
The vital question you need to ask yourself is where do you want to travel to and why. Exploration is
human nature. Wherever you choose to go explore or live, you must tread lightly so as to minimize
your environmental footprint. Whether you climb the Himalayas or explore Antarctica or travel to the
Moon, you need to be mindful of the natural environment and do everything in your power to not
contaminate those pristine places.
I want you to keep on dreaming, keep on exploring. Reach for the stars. But never forget to take care
of your fragile Blue Spaceship, your home planet – Earth!
Lots of love,
Susmita Apa

Dr. Susmita Mohanty, Chairperson, Mo School

Our ‘Blue Spaceship’ called Earth, as seen from Outer Space (Photo Courtesy of NASA)

LavaHive: 3D-Printed Martian Base that won the NASA 3D Printed Habitat Challenge in 2015. Photo Courtesy:
European Space Agency’s (ESA) European Astronaut Centre (EAC), Cologne and LIQUIFER Systems Group
(LSG), Vienna. More @ http://www.liquifer.com/lavahive/
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